The need for organ donation in Hawaii.
Donor organ availability is the primary limiting factor in organ transplantation. The number of patients on the national organ waitlist has increased to more than 32,000, while the number of donors has remained fairly constant at approximately 4,500 per year. In Hawaii, there are 98 patients awaiting organ transplants, and for the past 5 years, the average number of donors per year was 15. The criteria for organ donation, brain death, approaches to donation request, and the management of the multiple organ donor are discussed.